WRIT 4000: Writing for the Web
Three-part series assignment
We’ve talked a lot about brevity, conciseness, and directness this term… so where does that leave you when you’ve got a complex topic about which you’d like to write? One answer is the post series: multiple, related posts on the same topic. A couple of examples of ones I’ve publishes (either my own, or another writers):
· http://sustainablog.org/2009/11/04/rehabilitating-the-concept-of-bio-fuels-part-one/#more-5047 and http://blog.sustainablog.org/rehabilitating-bio-fuels-part-2-interesting-second-generation-options/
· http://blog.sustainablog.org/green-talk-radio-green-blogger-series-presents-paul-smith-of-triplepundit-and-ecopreneurist/ -- just one of a number of podcast interviews with prominent green bloggers. You can search “Green Blogger Series” on the site for more.

· http://blog.sustainablog.org/the-economics-of-global-warming-fred-krupp-and-miriam-horns-earth-the-sequel/ and http://ecopreneurist.com/2008/06/04/business-can-address-global-warming-with-a-level-playing-field/ -- a multi-blog series

· http://blog.sustainablog.org/10-ways-to-change-the-world-through-social-media/ and http://blog.sustainablog.org/ten-more-ways-to-change-the-world-through-social-media/ -- a series of list posts
There are more examples… what’s important realize here is that you don’t have to say everything about a topic in a single post (especially if you have a lot to say). Or, you may realize at a later date that there is more to say on a topic (the last example illustrates this point). Whatever your reasons, a series gives you the flexibility to address a bigger, more complex topic while still adhering to general web writing conventions of conciseness and brevity.

Also keep in mind that a series can incorporate any of the other types of posts we’ve discussed so far… in other words, a review could consist of two parts, etc.
Your assignment: write a 3-post series within your topic area. Some specifics you’ll want to keep in mind:

1. Each post itself should be relatively short: 750 max is still a good rule here..

2. Each post should be very focused: have a specific sub-topic in mind for each post.

3. Each post should like to the others in the series: You can do this in the text (generally at the beginning or the end of a post), or with a separate list of posts.

4. Each post should incorporate the series idea into the title: make it very clear to your readers that this is, say, part 2 of a series.

5. Each post should incorporate conventions of good web writing: hopefully, you know these at this point… let me know if you need a review.

Your series should be published to the class blog by our last class meeting: May 3rd. Please let me know if you have questions.
