WRIT 4000: Writing for the Web

Spring II 2010, M 5:30-9:30


Instructor:

Jeff McIntire-Strasburg, Ph.D.


Phone:


510-529-6968 (cell)

E-mail:


jeffreys@webster.edu


Office hours:

By appt.
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Texts and Other Materials

Kilian, Crawford.  Writing for the Web. 4th ed. Bellingham, WA: Self Counsel Press, 2009.

Class blog: http://websterwebwriting.wordpress.com/
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         Course Objectives

This course is designed

· To train you in the skills and thought patterns required to write successfully for web-based media

•
To strengthen your writing and research skills

•
To improve your ability to analyze a specific writing task, to plan and write with others, and to comment on the substance and style of other writers’ work.

•
To familiarize you with the conventions and expectations of web writing in a variety of scenarios

•
To provide you with a sense of the career opportunities available in web writing

•
To give you a more focused sense of how web writing might play into your future coursework and career plans after college.

You will leave the course with a portfolio of web-based writing samples.
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      Assignments, Grades, and Policies

I will calculate your final grade using the percentages listed below:




Web Site Analysis



10%




Book Review 



15%





Three-post series



20%




Remaining posts  



30%




Post comments (4/week)


15%




Participation




10%

Participation:  This course will be highly participation-oriented, focusing on discussion and group workshops to critique your writing.  Each of you has a great deal to contribute, and the success of the course depends to a large degree on the quality of your participation.  Your goal should be to help yourself and your classmates become better thinkers and writers, and your participation should be targeted towards that goal.

Attendance:  Because this is a small course involving a great deal of class discussion and group work, it is essential that each of us be present at every class.  If you need to miss class for a legitimate, unavoidable reason (such as illness or a death in the family), please contact me and very likely this will count as an excused absence. One unexcused absence will not affect your attendance grade, but two will result in a C for attendance and three will result in an F.  

If you miss more than three classes for any reason — even illness — and do not withdraw, you will fail the class.  This policy is not intended as a punishment but rather as a way to preserve the integrity of the course, both for you and the other students. If you miss the equivalent of more than three weeks, you simply will not be able to gain from the class what you should; because so much of the class is conducted as a workshop, there is just no way to make up large portions of the class on your own.  Also, having even one or two students attend only sporadically detracts from the class atmosphere for those who do attend regularly.  If you miss more than three classes before the university's deadline for withdrawal, I will be happy to sign a withdraw slip for you so you need not fail the course.  Also, repeated late arrivals to class will count as partial absences.

Any time you miss a class, you are responsible for finding out what you missed and for completing assignments discussed while you were absent.  If you are unable to contact me in time to find out about an assignment, then you should call a classmate.  It is not my responsibility to contact you and tell you what you’ve missed.

Jobs:  I understand that many of you have part-time or even full-time jobs, and I can certainly sympathize with the need to make money.  I know many of you also have other important commitments outside of class:  sports, families, extracurricular activities, etc.   However, you must make sure your other commitments do not unduly interfere with attendance or with completing your assignments; absences due to these commitments will not count as excused.  

Plagiarism:  Don't do it!!  Plagiarism is using someone else's words or ideas as your own (as opposed to citing someone else's words and ideas and giving that person credit, or getting someone to help you with your own work, which are both quite acceptable academic practices).  Plagiarism is a very serious offense, and I reserve the right to fail any student (for the assignment or for the course, depending on the circumstances) found guilty of plagiarism.  If you have any doubt about whether your use of someone else's work might count as plagiarism, please talk to me.
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    Extra Help

Help with Writing. The Writing Center is a great place to go for extra help with writing assignments for this class or others.  The Writing Center is not a remedial writing lab.  It serves all students, no matter what their skill level, who want individualized help in various areas such as topic development, organization, sentence structure, mechanics, or usage.  It is also not an editing or proofreading service -- don't bring in a draft of one of your papers and expect a Writing Center coach to "fix it up" for you.  Although coaches will help you with individual assignments, they want to concentrate on improving your skills.  Although the Center accepts walk-ins, it is best to call or stop in to make an appointment.  The Writing Center, located in Room 6 of Loretto Hall, is open from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm Monday through Thursday and from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm on Friday. They may also be able to schedule weekend appointments (call to check).  The phone number is 961-246-8644, and the website is at http://www.webster.edu/acadaffairs/asp/wc/

Help with Learning Disabilities. If you know or suspect you have a learning disability which may have some impact on your work in this class, please contact Barbara Stewart, Director of the Academic Resource Center (ARC), at 968-7495.  If you need any special accommodations due to a learning disability, make sure that either you or the ARC let me know what they are
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Daily Schedule

**Note:  You should post all writing assignments to the class blog. Writing assignments should be completed by midnight of the Sunday before class. Comments on other students’ blog posts are due before class meets.

	Date
	In Class
	Homework

	15-Mar
	Intro to course and each other
Intro to blogging & Wordpress
Write an introductory blog post
	Reading: Intro, Chapters 1-3 of Kilian; "How to Choose a Blog Niche": http://www.problogger.net/archives/2010/03/12/how-to-blog-how-to-choose-a-blog-niche/

Writing: 1. Write a blog post discussing the subject area you'll focus on in your assignments. 2. Write an analysis of 3 blogs focused on your subject area according to Kilian's directions on page 34. (Web Site Analysis) 3. Comment on 2 other students’ posts for each assignment (you should do this every week)

	22-Mar
	Discuss writings and comments
Intro to research for blog posts
Set up Google Reader with RSS feeds
	Reading: Kilean, Chapter 7; “Write a List Post” http://www.problogger.net/archives/2009/04/07/write-a-list-post/ ; “7 Reasons Why Lists Posts Will Always Work” http://www.copyblogger.com/7-reasons-why-list-posts-will-always-work/

Writing: 1. After spending some time going through the feeds you’ve imported into Google, what sites/blogs seem to be the most highly regarded in your subject area? Why? 2. Take the information you gathered in the previous blog post, and turn it into a list post.

	29-Mar
	Discuss writings and comments
Headlines and openings: grabbing attention & creating a voice
Introduction to Search Engine Optimization: picking the right keywords
	Reading: Kilean, Chapter 8


Writing: 1. Write a blog post in which you take a stand on an issue within your subject area. This could involve identifying a problem & proposing a solution, trying to persuade a reader on a specific position you have, or arguing for cause & effect (or some combination). Use two subheaders in this post. 2. Write another argumentative post in which you take on a position that another blogger in your subject area/field has taken. Also use two subheaders in this post.

	5-Apr
	Discuss writings, readings, and comments
Using visuals in your posts: images and video
Intellectual property concerns, and alternative copyright
	Writing: 1. Write a post on any topic you chose within your subject area that include two images.
2. Write a post on any topic you chose in which you use a video.

	12-Apr
	Discuss writings and comments
Writing evaluative/review posts
Picking a book for your review assignment
	Reading: “Write a ‘Review’ Post” http://www.problogger.net/archives/2009/05/03/write-a-review-post/
“Wordtracker Review” http://www.copyblogger.com/wordtracker-review/

Writing: 1. Write a review post of another site within your subject area.
2. Write a review post of a free “information product” within your niche.

Pick your book for your review assignment, and start reading it.

	19-Apr
	Discuss writings, readings, and comments
Writing a book review… more info, examples
More SEO... link building
	Writing: 1. Write and publish your book review. 2. Write a post that outlines your final three-part blog series.

	26-Apr
	Discuss writings.
Overview of post series and types of posts/topics that work for series.
	Writing: Write and publish your three-post series.

	3-May
	Discuss writings.
Social media and other forms of web-based promotion of your writing.
Career opportunities in web writing.
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